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The C-TRIC programme is part funded by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) under the European Sustainable Competitiveness Programme for Northern Ireland
	What is the Bio-Entrepreneur Programme? 

	The Bio- Entrepreneur programme has been developed between C-TRIC and Derry City Council to support entrepreneurship in the life and health science sector in Northern Ireland and to assist in strengthening C-TRIC as a key Healthcare Innovation hub in UK and Ireland.

The ‘Bio-Entrepreneur Programme’ is a dynamic new initiative that has been designed to support entrepreneurs, innovators and start-ups develop their innovations for better healthcare whether they are software related, medical devices, diagnostics or therapies.

The programme will provide tailored support comprising of the use of hot-desk and/or lab facilities at C-TRIC for 12 months and mentoring support from a mentor to address a specific issue or barrier relating to the development of your business idea.

The programme aims to assist the identification of appropriate new technologies, new processes, new systems or products which will add value, assist business growth and improve overall business competitiveness in healthcare innovation sector. In addition, the programme aims to reduce the time and expense associated with the translation of innovative healthcare concepts from ‘bench to bedside’.

	

	How can the programme help me?

	
Each bio-entrepreneur participating on the programme is matched to an appropriate mentor dependant on where their specific needs lie eg academic researcher, bio-executive or clinical practitioner. These mentors will provide support up to a value of £1,800 towards successful projects.


Successful applicants will also be provided with a ‘hot desk’ within the Clinical Translational Research and Innovation Centre (C-TRIC) for a period of 12 months worth £2,100.

C-TRIC is a new facility based in the North West that will assist local industry develop innovative healthcare products and services. 

The types of projects supported by this programme may include, as appropriate: 

· Healthcare Market Feasibility – Report on the viability and commercial feasibility of the business concept for the NHS and wider healthcare markets.
· Prototyping – Physical prototype of a new product or service developed.
· New Product Development – Assistance with design or development of a new product.
· Applied Research – Focused applied research project contributing to the development of new products, services, systems.
· Technical Testing – Use of University facilities or expertise in the testing of raw materials or finished products.
· Clinical Validation – Validating product for clinical effectiveness including advice and assistance with IRAS and MHRA regulatory approvals.


	

	Innovate for Better Health! 

	If you are interested in participating in the Bio-Entrepreneur Programme please complete the Application and send it to the address at the end of the form by Friday, 11th March 2011. 
The programme will run for 12 months from 21 March 2011.

	Part 1:  Contact Details

	Individual/Company Name:
Address:
     
     
Telephone:
E-Mail:
Contact Person for this application:

Part 2: About You                                                                                           

Step 1. Complete the following section fully 
(a) If you have a  current business, please outline your product/service, the size of your market; your customer base; your competitors;

          Or
       (b)  If you do not have a current business please outline any relevant experience or qualifications.
     
     
Part 3: The Need                                                                                         


Step 1. Complete the following section fully 
Please outline the unmet clinical need that you hope to address through the Bio-Entrepreneur Programme.
     
     
Part 4: Your Proposed Project for Assistance                                                                                       
Step 1. Complete the following section fully 
Please can you provide brief details of your proposed solution to the problem that you have outlined above.
     
     
Part 5: Market and Growth Potential
Please indicate briefly any market research you have undertaken on the commercial potential of your business idea.

     
     
Part 6: Additional Benefits
What additional benefits do you expect to gain from this programme?

     
     
Part 7: Additional Information
Please provide any additional information you feel is appropriate to your application?

     
     
Signature:

Date:



Part 8: Return Your Application Form by Friday, 11 March 2011 to:
	Barry Henderson ,

Business Development Manager,

Clinical Translational Research and Innovation Centre (C-TRIC), 

Altnagelvin Hospital campus, 

Glenshane Road, 

Derry/Londonderry BT47 6SB 

NORTHERN IRELAND, UK 


	T:   ++44 (0) 28 7161 1249 

M:  ++44 (0) 78 6649 4573 

W: www.c-tric.com 

E:  bp.henderson@ulster.ac.uk
Follow C-TRIC on Linkedin, Twitter and Facebook
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